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VIGOROIflCT
Nnjdo Opposes Litcrncv Tes u ,) v

Changes Mny Bo Murto Bcforo 1
Amendments nro Presented.

Arguments against two 6t the pxo-roao- d

amendments to tho Constitu-
tion to bo submitted August 1 have
been received by Secretary of Stato
J. L. Lyon Blnco tho date Uport which
ho stated no further arguments
"would bo accepted. Ho Is willing, ho
Bays, to receive arguments on; these
amendments until the specifications
for printing tho publicity pamphlet
ahall havo boon mado up. That will
bo In tho noxt fow days.

AvgumontB against two amend-
ments wore filed by P. 8. Naglet So-

cialist leader. Tho amendments ho
opposes arc tho literacy test and tho
abolltilon of tho county courts. Tho
tono of tho arguments is. of so lurid
a huo that Secretary Lyon felt Im-

pelled to wrlto to Mr. Naglo asking
that ho call and consider deletion of
some of the arguments. If Mr. Naglo
shall not Bee fit to call It is under-
stood that Mr. Lyon intends to per-
sonally edit tho objectionable mat-
ter out of tho arguments. Some of
tho passages in tho arguments by
Mr. Naglo aro sevens to the point of
castlgatlon of Democrats of tho 'Leg-
islature and of tho present Stato ad-
ministration. Then there aro somo
assertions that seem to be violent, at
leaBt they havo that aspect to a Dem-
ocratic official such as Mr. Lyon, and
ho will ask that thoy bo modified be-

fore tho pamphlet Is printed.
Tho opposition that Mr. Nagle is

making in his filed arguments Indi-
cates that his opinion of tho literacy
test and tho abdlitlon of county
courts aro tho menacing Items in the
referendum for August of proposed
amendments to tho Constitution. The
literacy test is simply a provision
that persons wUhout certain military
records or ancestors with such rec-

ords must pas's a literacy test before
they will be allowed to vHc. It Is a
frankly partisan measure, directed in
tho main at tho blacks whose ances-
try or present personal status will
not mee tho measure. It may inci-
dentally disfranchise some white vo-

ters, and this is a possible reason for
the Interest of the Socialists.

With respect to tho court amend-
ment, there is much opposition in the
Democratc party. 'The amendment
was urged by Governor Williams and
Is understood to bo one of his favor-ito- -

relijrnisin the judiciary. It pro-

vides nnITB7S i rilqfrlrl COUrtS
snau succeed in tno jurisurransajiow
exercised by the county courts and
that the latter shall bo abolished.
This places all tho probate business
of tho Stato In the district courts.
Tho amendment provides that tho
clerk of tho district court shall bo
appointed by tho judge of said court.
As most of the districts in the State
contain more than one county, it fol-

lows that in somo counties there
would bo resident deputy clorks of
the court with a great deal of power
In probate matters. It Is asserted by
porsons who oppose, the amendment
that this would bring many of tho
disadvantages ana scandals of tho
Territory days when "a similar situa-
tion existed in many of the counties.

Reasons advanced In favor of the

(

chango aro cogent. They ambraco a,
Bhowing of economy in tho business
of tho people already sorely oppress-
ed by tax burdens. This is a grave
and weighty argumont. That there
is littlo need of tho county courts
and tho added expense of thorni is
pointed out by persons who favor tho
jjhnntrn Vhla la tvinf nrwl rlrtnlftrl r' ' ""' " "" "" -JL
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proposod change,
Organizations of interested offi

cials are being formed throughout
tho. Stato and tho opposition to this
amendment Is to be such, that its
survival is considered a matter of
doubt. Tho office holders are not In-

clined to see any reduction in tho
number of offices.

SOCIALIST LEADER REFUSES TO
CHANGE ARGUMENTS

P. S. Nagle, protagonist of the So-

cialist arguments In tho negatlvo of
tho 'literacy test and tho county court
amendments to the Constitution, as
submitted by tno Legislature, called
on tho Secotary of State Wednesday
and heard the objections that wore
offered by that official to tho lan-gua- go

and tonor of the negatlvo ar-
guments. Mr. Nagle Is reported as
having declined to ajtor his argu-
ments. Tho Secretary is now under
stood to bo undecided as to. whether'
he will mako tho changes or refuse
to publish the arguments. He will
probably secure advice from tho At-
torney General. That official Is un-

derstood to be of tho opinion that the
law doos not permit any censorship
of arguments and will no doubt so
adviso tho Secretary.

MUST ELECT A COM&HTTEEMAN

Cato Sells Says Federal Officeholders
Should Not Hold Places on Na-

tional Committee.

Although generally known for sev-

eral months that he would not be a
candidate to succeed himself as Dem-

ocratic National Committeeman from
Texas, Cato Sells, Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, has mado that formal
announcement. His term as a mem-
ber of the Natllnal Committee will
continue until after the St. Louis
convention has closed.

No iFodoral appointees aro to be,
elected as. delegates to the National
convention this year, and It is Mr.
SqUs' position that a similar, rule
ought to apply to members of the
National Committee. If possible, he
will attend the Texas State conven-- o

tion to be held at .San Antonio next
month for the selection of delegates
from Texas and tho election of a new
committeeman. ,

GOVERNOR IN THE CITY
Governor R. L. Williams came in

fsomjOklnhoma City tho first of the
week to spend several days here and
at his farms looking after his busin-
ess interests. Tho Governor is plan
ning to diversify on all his farms and
will not plant as much cotton as has
been planted on his places in former
years. To make diversification a
success he will assist his venters in
every way possible.

MASONS TO HOLD BANQUET
Tho annual banquet of the Durant

Lodge, A. F. & A. M will be held
next Thursday, May 4. It Is expected
to make this banquet the best affair
of .the kind over attempted by the
local lodge, and committees are now
worklngHiard to that end.
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4TAKE A GOOD LOOK
"' at the illustration orr

page four then go and
v ..see them for --yourself.

You'll Be surprised how
reasonable they are con-

sidering the big advance
that has come on.
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REGISTRATION

OPENS MAY 1

Precinct Registrars Havo Been Ap-
pointed for Bryan County Dili1-lu-g

First Ton Days of May Thoy
Will Register the Qunliflcd Voter.
County Registrar Connoll has com-

pleted his Job of selecting tho Pre-
cinct Registrars for Bryan County,
and thoy will enter upon tholr duties
noxt Monday, May 1, and cotitlnUo
to register the voters for ten days.
You aro supposed to seek out the reg-
istrar, answer his quostlons and sat-
isfy him that you aro a qualified 01007
tor of your precinct. Whon you havo
done this he will Issue to you a ce-
rtificate of registration showing that
you aro qualified to oxorclso tho
privilege of suffrage in Oklahoma. It
Is up to every voter tq seek out tho
registrar or his precinct and get his
name on the rolls within tho ton
days specified by tho law. If you do
not do so, because of somo misfor-
tune, such as sickness, or absence
from the county, you will be given
another opportunity at a later date.

Some of the registrars will perhaps
observe regular office hours, and
such as decide to do so .will be an-
nounced later through those columns
ff thoy funlsh this papor tho data.
Tho News will also announce where-an-

of the, registrars may bo found.
If thoy will furnish tho information.
It Is best, however, pending tho pub-
lication of such information, for the
individual to make inquiries and as-

certain where tho registrar for his
precinct may bo found.

The Importanco of attending to
this matter cannot bo too fully ap-

preciated. Tho law Is plain on the
matter, and whether It is to tho lik-
ing of the citizen or not, he Is to be
governed by its provisions.

Following Is a list of the Precinct
Registrars of Bryan dounty, as ap-

pointed by County Registrar J. V.
Council:

Bennington Township
North Bennington Precinct, John

Hall.
South Bennington Precinct, W. A.

Pope.
Jackson Precinct, Jake Jones.
Rlsner School Houso.Preclnct, Embry

Rlsner. . . .
' "' Matoy Township

Maloy Precinct", W. H. Cummlngs.
Cade Precinct, W. H. Fink.
' Bokchlto Township
Bokchito Precinct, A. C. Calvert.
Prichard Precinct, Roy Hawks.
Blue Precinct, J. I. Gossett.

Cndtlo Township
West Caddo Precinct, M. A. Llnch.
East Caddo Precinct, C. A. Bilbo.
Kenefick Precinct, J. J. Nixon.
Pleasant Hill Precinct, D. E. Seagoe.

Speuirs township
Rlsner Precinct, Sam B. Ross.
Armstrong Precinct, W. L. Rambo.
Sealy Precinct, H. C. Campbell.
Goodman Precinct, G. W. Leverett.
Shannon P.reclnct, W. O. Shannon.
Plrtle Precinct, Will Rlsner.

Brown Township
Star Precinct, .L H. Brown.
Silo Precinct, W. F. Talley.
Mead Precinct, T. A. Adcock.

Colbert Township
Colbert Precinct, C. W. Colbert.
Platter Precinct, J. A. Venable.
Achille Precinct, Leo Smith.
Mulberry Precinct, J. T. Williams.

Kemp Township
Kemp Precinct, R. L. Adams.
Yarnaby Precinct, W. T. Hlghtower.
Hendrlx Precinct, S. W. Johnson.

Calora Township
Calera Precinct, John King.
Roberta Precinct, John H. Condltt.
Allison Precinct, D. Boifd.
Bushnell Proclnct, S. S. Park.

Albany Township
Albany Precinct, Win, Martin.
Wade Proclnct, Jas. Teaguo.
Utlca Precinct, W. J. O'Donley.

Durant Township
Ward D-ne-, J. H. Newman.
Ward Two, J. A. Simmons.
Ward Three, Tom Benson.
Ward Four, E. WV Matthews.

GETTING PLACE ON BALLOT
Monday was the first day for filing

petitions for places on tho primary
election ballots for this yoar, The
filings will bo recolvcd from now un-
til the llth df Juno by the State
Election Board. E. R, Walto, of
Shawnee, was the first to fllo, He
seeks the Republican nomination for
Congressman from tho Fourth Dis-
trict.

BILLY SUNDAY GIVEN 940,000
IN BALTIMORE

Baltimore's .gift to Billy Sunday
will bo $40,000. Ho loft that city
Monday with certified checks' repre-
senting $32, GOO and the amount 'no-cossa- ry

to mako up $40,000 will un-
doubtedly como from collections to
bo taken in the churches. Amid the
wildest scones of enthusiasm display-I- n,

the city for many years, Sunday
bid a last farewell to Baltimore, So
groat was tho jam of struggling hu-
manity at tho Union Station to see
for probably tho last time tho noted
evangelist that it became necessary
foi tho police to carry him through
tho surging throng to ,tho train

TO SUBMIT NINE

AMENDMENTS

Initiated Bills May Not Find Plnco
on. tho Ballot No Arguments
Filed Against Amendments, Which
Slay Lead to Contests Later On.

bklahoma City, April 27. That
there Will bo no bills submitted to tho
people at tho election August 1 for
their approval or rejection save the
nine proposed amendments to tho
Constitution as framed by tho Legis-
lature eooins certain. It had boon
thought by tho Socialists, and is still
behoved by Senator Campbell Rus-
sell, that other initiated measures
would go to the voters August 1. So
far as tho Socialists are concerned,
it now seems that a construction of
tho law and court decisions mako It
necessary for the Govornor to pro-
claim tho Socialist fair election law
and tho Socialist registration law
that is to bo filed next weok for the
August election as a special oloction,
in oredr that they may bo voted on
then. That this will bo done by the
Governor seems altogether probable.
The bills, will, thorofore, go over un-
til the November election.

Senator Campbell Russell says ho
will have his petition for an act vi-
talizing Section 12a of the Constitution--

ready for filing In a short time.
Ho told Secretary of State Lyon he
expects the bill to bo submitted to
tho voters nt the August election,
There are two reasons for believing
that this will not bo done. One Is
that tho Secretary of State has con-
strued the law to mean that he can
receive nothing to be submitted at
thej August election less than 100
dayp before that election. The last
day under this theory of the law was
April 22.

Another reason Is that the con-
struction or the law which makes
the primary election a general elec-
tion is being ignored and tho August
otectlon 13 construed by tho Legisla-
ture to bo a, special election and no
Initiated measures may be submitted
at a special election save by proclam
ation of tho Governor. Whether the
Governor will proclaim the Russell
measure for the August election In
tho face of the attitude of the Sec-
retary, of State holding that the time
has passed for submitting,- - matters
and in view of the fact that tho So
cialist measures are in similar case
seems to be extremely doubtful.

Another Interesting Item in the
situation surrounding the coming
election on constitutional amend
ments is that no arguments have as
yet been filed with the Secrotary of
State against the proposed amend-
ments, as required by law. If the
law is construed as simply directory,
there may be bad results from this
in case the amendments or any of
them shall be adopted at the election
and tholr validity tested In the courts
In tho future. Otherwise the result
may bo assumed to be In doubt, even
after a 'majority of the votes shall be
counted In their favor until the Su-

premo Court shall havo had an op-

portunity to make a final guess as
to the meaning and intent of tho law.

While the belief has been general
that primary elections were such
elections as the law contemplated
should embrace Initiated and refer-
red matters, tho line of reasoning
that has been followed In the theory
that they aro not such elections
seems to be very sound. Failure of
tho Socialist measures to got before
tho people at the August election
will no doubt the grand-
father clause In modified, form upon
the fundamentariaw of tho Stato and
thus eliminate some voters.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK HAS NEW
PRESIDENT

Ed F. Rines who has for many
years boon tho predominating fordo
in tho operation of the affairs of the
First National Bank of Durant, has
sold his holdings in that intstitution
to H. W. Gibson, of Muskogee, and
tho latter has been elected to tho
presidency of the bank, vice Mr.
Rlnes. Tho new official Is a finan-
cier of many years experience and Is
one of the woalthlest men In this
section. Tho personnel of tho bank
officers outside of tho presidency, re-
mains the same. Although Mr. Rlnes
has not announced In what field of
endeavor ho will devote his future, It
is rumored that he is to go into tho
real estate business and still make
Durant his home,

THAW AGAIN FREE
A Pittsburgh court has declared

in favor of granting an absolute de-

cree of divorce to Harry X. Thaw,
thus freeing him from matrimonial,
entanglements that have hitherto
proved his undoing.

DANCE nALLS IN DURANT ARE
OUT OF BUSINESS

Tho proprietors of a couplo of
dance halls in the city which have
been In operation for some tlmo past,
got into arguments with each other
a fow nights ago, and as a conse-
quence, .aired their troubles before
Mayor Yarbrough, sitting as 'judge
of tho city court last Tuesday. From

News
disclosures made at thchcarlng as to
the mannor in which the places havo
been conducted, tho Mayor camo to
tho conclusion that they should not
bo allowod to further enjoy their
nocturnal festivities. His Honor said
that they should be closed and re-

main closed and Instructed tho city
officers to that effect.

There has been much condemna-
tion of these places by a largo part
of the cltizonshin. urclntr that thnv
woro conducive of immorality among
tho patrons and especially as regards
tho younger element which made a
practice of attending the dancos.

That thoy havo been ordered to
clps up and Btay closed, lscertatnly
a matter for congratulation to every
citizen who wishes to keeD his son
or daughter from the embraces of
one of tho opposite sex without the
formality of a marrlago ceremony,

NORMAL. HEADS DO NOT RESIGN
Tho State Board of Education has

olectcd tho faculty for the university
and considered other Stato Institu-
tions. No resignations wero received
from the presidents of tho Alva and
Ada Normals, as had been requested,
and no vacancies woro created. Davis
Hill, a member of tho board, went to
Ada and requested President Briles
of the Normal at that place to resign.
The latter declined to do so. In Iho
course of tholr discussion It Is a- -
derstood tho policy of the board was
outlined by Dr. Hill to tho effect that
changes In heads of Stato schools
might bo expected with changes In
State administrations. An attempt
was made to remove Briles laBt year,
but ho secured a hearing of the sov-er-al

charges against him and there
seemed to be no showing made under
them, and for that reason the remov
al at that tlmo was not accomplished.

DAUGHTERS COLLECTED NEAT
SUM FOR REUNION

Little Confederate flags were very
much In evidence on tho streets of
Durant Wednesday. The activities of
the local Daughters of the Confeder
acy were responsible for this. The
good ladles dispensed the miniature
emblems for tho sum of ten cents
each, tho proceeds to be used this
summer to assist In defiaying the ex-

pense of tho Confederate Reunion to
be held in Durant. Tho citizens

liberally and a neat sum of
money was realized, many giving
considerably more than the ton cents,
solicited.

BUSSELL APPOINTED SUPT. OF
KINGSTON SCHOOLS

Prof. Ben W. Bussell, principal of
tho South Ward School, has been no-

tified that he has been chosen as
principal of tho Kingston Schools.
Mr. Bussell has signified his inten-
tion of accepting the offer and he
and his family will move to Kingston
some time this summer.

DLRANT LADIES ATTEND MEET.
ING AT MADDLL

The Fourth District Federated
Women's Clubs met at Malill this
week, convening Tuesday night wltii
a big reception. A large number of
ladies from this city are in attend-
ance and aro reported as having an
interesting and Instructive session

ART MASON BUYS FORD
Art Mason, of the Texas Oil Com

pany, at Armtsrong Invested in an
automobile of the imported Ford va
riety this week, and 1b expected to bo
in town oftener in the future.
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25c to 50c
Voiles, 27 to

NUMBER SEVENTEEN
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GERMANY MAY

ACCEDE TO U. S.

Indications Aro Mint Every Conces-
sion PosnIWo Will Be Mado to Mils
Country to Maintain Peaceful Re-
lations Outlook Improving.

The most recent and reliable tele-
graphic Information Indicates that
developments nro pending which de-

monstrate unmistakably tho deslro of
Emporor William, of Germany to fol-
low a courso which will load the Un-
ited Sta'tes and Germany out of tho
present crlnls. Tho situation Is now
vlowed more optimistically In all of-

ficial quarters.
Ambassador Gerard Is still main-

taining silence, following his latest
conference with Chancellor von og,

but Information has
boon obtained from other sources in-

dicating that tho outlook has beeu
much Improved.

Tho latest indications are that tho
German reply to the American noto
may not b'o delivered until next week.

SCOTT AND OBREGON TO TALK

Tho most recent advices from tho
National Capital say that instructions
for the arslstance of Major General
Hugh L. Scott at his forthclming con-
ference with Carranza's War Minis-
ter, General Obregon, have been
drafted by Secretary Baker after a
conference with President Wilson
and Secretary Lansing of tho Stato
Department. General Obregon will
be at Eagle PasB before Saturday,
but no word has been received from
him as to the time and place of tho
meeting. The only official state-
ment as to the nature of the Instruc-
tions was tho following issued by
Secretary Baker!

"The instructions are to discuss n
basis for the most cordial and com-
plete between the Am-
erican and Mexican forces in the at-

tainment of their common object."

ANOTHER BATTLE' WTH
VHVLA BANDTS

Two Americans were killed and
three wounded In an engagement be-

tween cavalrymen under Colonel
George A. Dodd and 260,1118 ban
dits at Tomachlc, in the center of
tho Sierra Madres, Western Chihua-
hua, on April 22, according to an of
ficial report. After tho battle tho
Americans found six dead Mexicans
and nineteen wounded, whllo a num
ber of horses, arms and equipments
wero captured. Reports make no
Meutlon of Villa himself having been
with the bandits, athough It had
been reported previously that he was
hiding in the mountains in that vi-

cinity.

It would seem to be a good Idea
for our officers who are buying au-

tomobiles for them to get an engine
that would burn whisky as well as
gasoline. In this way somo of the
captured booze could be put to good
use Instead of spilling It.

Material Is on the ground for tho
erection of an Interlocking plant at
tho crossing of the M. O. & G. and
the Katy north of the city. Work on
tho system will commence in a fow
days and will greatly enhanco tho
safety of trains at that point.
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inches wide

per yard
40 inches wide
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WHITEGOODS
in Beautiful Sheer Organdies, Mar-

quisettes, Voiles, Batistes, and Lawns
for the close of school.

Organdies,0

15c to 50c per yard
A beautiful embroidered Organdy

42 inches wide for . 50c
,""' Laces to trim, from

3c to 15c per yard

An opportunity to show you will be
appreciated.

J. C. Haden & Sons.
Popular Goods at Popular Prices

142 West Main ' Phone 280
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